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Important Dates 
 

Nov. 16 - 24 
Grad photos  by appt in Guidance   
 Nov. 20 
Interim Reports Issued 
Dec. 11 
Semi-Formal Dance 
Dec.  14 - 18 
Mark Update Week 
Dec. 19 – Jan. 3 
Holiday Break 
Jan. 13 
University Application Deadline 
Jan. 18 
School Council Meeting – 7 pm 
Jan. 20 
Deadline for Yearbook Sales 
Purchase at school or on-line @ 
jostensyearbooks.com 

Jan. 27 – Feb. 2 
Semester One Final Exams 
Feb. 1 
College Application Deadline 
Feb. 3 
P.A.  Day  
Feb. 4 
Semester Two Begins 
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Principal’s Comments    

 

 We are well into the semester and we hope that your child has had a 
positive start to the school year.  A great number of activities have taken 
place this fall, both inside and outside the classroom.  I.E. Weldon 
continues to be a very vibrant place. 
 

We have certainly experienced challenges over the last month with the 
occurrence of H1N1 in the community.  Student absenteeism rates have 
been higher than normal, which is to be expected.  Our message to staff, 
students and parents has been consistent  -   If your child is experiencing 
flu-like symptoms, please keep him or her at home.  Parents are called 
for prompt pick up of a child who is sick.  Teachers are modelling healthy 
behaviours.  We are encouraging students to wash hands frequently, 
cough and sneeze into their elbows and we are asking them not to share 
drinks or food.  The Board has business continuity plans for schools and 
Board offices.  School closures are not being considered by the Board 
and the Health Units at this time. 
 

The interim report cards are attached to this newsletter.  Take the time 
to sit down with your child and discuss his/her academic progress.  We 
encourage all parents/guardians to take an active role in their child’s 
education.  We look forward to working together to ensure your child 
reaches their full academic potential.  If you have any questions or 
concerns, a message can be left at the school 24 hours a day at 324-
3585.  Lastly, our bi-monthly calendar of events can be accessed on our 
website at http://www.tldsb.on.ca/schools/IEWSS/.      
 

Mark Cossarin 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

New Staff 
 

 We would like to welcome the following additions to our teaching and support staff:   
 

Jenn Fabris (Media Studies)    Chrisite O’Neill (Special Education, Science)  
Jessie Kennedy (Drama)     Greer Pedoe (Math, Computer Science)  
Danielle Lazzarin (French, Immersion Drama)  Stephen Tassie (English)  
Joanne Amting , Sharon Blundell, Amanda Dudman, Wylene Lucas, Trish MacMillan,  Mary Ellen Woolridge  
(Educational Assistants) 
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Principal’s list   

 

The Principal’s List for Academic Achievement recognizes the top ten students  who attain the highest average at 
the end of each reporting period.  Congratulations to the following students: 

Semester 1 Interim Report:  

 Michelle Donnelly,  Shannon Fiedler,  Justine Fletcher,  Sally Han,  Jake McEwan, Nicole, McGregor, Ian Pelletier, 
Noel Sisson, Alanna Snoddon, Kylie Teggart 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

EQAO Results 
 

Our students performed very well last year on the standardized assessments administered by the Education 
Quality and Accountability Office (EQAO).  Our grade 10 students wrote the Ontario Secondary School Literacy 
Test in April.  As a school, 93% of our students were successful.  The board average was 84% and the provincial 
average was 85%.  Interestingly enough, our boys outperformed our girls (94% vs. 91%).  Our grade 9 students 
wrote the EQAO math assessment at the end of the semester in which they took math.  As a group, 88% of our 
academic-level students attained a level 3 or 4, which is considered at or above provincial standard. The board 
average was 80% and the provincial was 77%.  Our applied level students scored 21% above the provincial 
average, with 59% meeting or exceeding the provincial standard.  The board average was 56%.  These results are 
a direct bi-product of the continued collective emphasis by our staff on development of literacy and numeracy 
skills.           
  

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Tuesday Tutoring 
 

Student Offering Support (SOS) is a free tutoring service available every Tuesday after school in the Resource 
Room.  Senior students volunteer their time to support the learning of younger students.  All tutors are ready to 
assist with the grade 9 and 10 core subjects of English, Math and Science.  Other courses and grades can usually 
be accommodated as well.  No sign-up is required – just come to the Resource Room after school on Tuesday 
and make Tuesday Tutoring part of your success plan!  For more information, contact Mr. Stringer or Mrs. 

Stringer in Guidance.   
               
 

Arts & peRFORMANCE ARTS  DEPARTMENTs 

         

TLAC 2010 – Student Applications are now available! 
 

What is TLAC?  TLAC is an arts camp for Grade 7 through 12 students that will take place for 1 week in May 
2010!  TLAC camp has been in operation since 2003.  It offers specialized instruction for Music, Drama, Music 
Theatre, Dance, and Visual Art within an exciting camp experience.  The arts camp is set up as a typical high 
school day with 4 periods. Students attending have proficient skills in either instrumental music, music theatre, 
dance, or visual arts.  There are nightly evening concerts featuring performances from major artists,  a 
presentation from a local visual artist and art display.  The enriched arts experience is enhanced by the summer 
camp atmosphere. Check with your school office for an application package.  See the board website, 
www.tldsb.on.ca for more information or contact Sandra Corry at s.corry@tldsb.on.ca.  Applications are 
accepted on a first come completed, first served basis.  A waiting list will be kept for any forms received over 
and above our maximum capacity.  Applications that are not complete will be returned, so take your time and 
complete all sections accurately!  This year’s program is looking even more energized than last year! 

 

               

http://www.tldsb.on.ca/
mailto:s.corry@tldsb.on.ca
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Languages  department 
 

For the first three weeks of November, Mlle Wright will have a student teacher from Trent University helping in 
her classes.   Ms.  Heather Dale will be teaching a unit in a Grade Nine French class as well as observing the 
teaching practices of a number of other staff members in the Languages Department.  We hope she enjoys her 
time at Weldon. 
 

Mme Archambault hosted student teacher, Seanon Yip Choy, from Queens University who did his teaching 
placement during the last three weeks of October.  He has fit right in to the Languages Department and worked 
well with the students.  He will come back the last week of November and stay until Christmas break. The 
highlight of his first 3-week placement was being a back-up singer to Mme Thayer for her "Reflexive verb" song,  
which she performed for the whole school as a thanks to Weldon for its fundraising efforts. 
 

On November 19th approximately 40 French students will be travelling to Toronto to see Les Zurbaniz  (short 
stories contemporarily staged). 
               
 

MATHEMATICS  DEPARTMENT 
 

Parents of Grade 9 Applied, Academic, and Power Pack Mathematics students - Your son or daughter will soon 
be writing the Winter EQAO Mathematics Assessment for 2010. To prepare more thoroughly for this 
assessment, we will be having the students write their final examinations on Wednesday, January 20th and 
Thursday, January 21st during their regularly scheduled Math classes.  Then on Monday, January 25th and 
Tuesday, January 26th, the EQAO test will be administered again during the regular Mathematics classes.  To 
understand the format of the test or for further preparation, please visit www.eqao.com for copies of previous 
EQAO example questions.  Click on Parent Resources and Student Resources at the top of the page and then 
follow the link for Grade 9 Mathematics.  The University of Waterloo has grade-appropriate Mathematics 
contests to challenge your son/daughter: Pascal (Grade 9), Cayley (Grade 10), and Fermat (Grade 11) contests 
will be written on February 25th, 2010.  Any Grade 12 students interested in writing the Euclid contest will write 
on April 7th, 2010.  Ask your Mathematics teacher for more information about any of these contests or visit the 
website at   http://cemc.math.uwaterloo.ca/contests/contests  for more information and for copies of previous 
contests. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

TECHNICAL DEPARTMENT 
 

A Christmas Village with a German Theme - 
The construction students at I.E. Weldon S.S.  have been busy building six cabins designed along a German 
theme. These cabins will be the focus of attention in Victoria Park during the Christmas season. Many students 
became involved with this project when Aaron Young of Bell World approached Mr. Tamlin in regards to the 
building of the village.  Mr. Tamlin felt this was a great opportunity for students to give back to their community 
and acquire specific skills that fit within our Construction Technology Curriculum. 

               
 

Wildcat theatre 
 

Weldon's Wildcat Theatre company is off to a great start this year, with three productions beginning rehearsals 
in early October.  We will be sending a short play called Fair Rosamund and her Murderer, directed by Mr. 
Jackson, to the Sears Drama Festival in March.   We will also be performing two longer pieces here at the school 
in April.  The longer plays are The Odd Couple (male version), directed by Mr. Boyd, and The Odd Couple (female 
version), directed by Ms. Kennedy.  Wildcat Theatre is very excited to make use of the upgraded stage space in 
the cafeteria for this year's shows.  We look forward to a very exciting year.  On with the shows! 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.eqao.com/
http://cemc.math.uwaterloo.ca/contests/contests
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GREEN TEAM 
 

The Green Team’s   first major project undertaken was a battery drive through the City of Kawartha Lakes for 
Waste Reduction Week.  Weldon diverted 8956 batteries from the landfill.  In November, seven students had 
the exciting opportunity to attend an Eco-Leadership Conference in Huntsville where they got to meet and learn 
from David Suzuki.  They came back refreshed and inspired to take on Climate Change.  This led to our latest 
project – Weldon’s Million Acts of Green.  Every Thursday at lunch, from now until Christmas, a table will be set 
up so people can record their own “Acts of Green”.  It can be as simple as walking to school instead of taking a 
car.  Record your acts of green on a leaf to contribute to your grade’s “Tree of Green”.  Which grade will have 
the most Acts of Green?   Can the students trump the teachers’ tree?  Our Christmas gift to the planet this year 
is a Million Acts of Green – Keep It Green Wildcats! 

 

               

 

TERRY FOX EVENT 
 

I.E.Weldon held their  9th annual Terry Fox Event on Friday, September 25, 2009.  The Athletic Union Executive 

is pleased to announce that students and staff collectively raised  $26,591.71 for cancer research.  This is a new 
record for the school.  The school also had a record year for the number of participants - 547 students actively 
participated this year.  Money was raised in a variety of ways.  Students collected pledges, the AU organized 
donations for duct taping teachers for Terry, a volleyball game between Mr. Cossarin and the AU, the Wall of 
Hope, Balloons for Hope, a student campout, a TAG day, and a barbecue.  The SAC also helped to raise money 
with donations to see a fire eating display by teacher Stephen Tassie, sold lollipops and held a bake sale.     
 
Top pledges:   1)  Justine Fletcher     $1547.00 
           2)  Jessica Williams    $1412.00 
           3)  Mrs.  Deb Vanderzwet (EA)   $1017.25  
                                  4)  Pauline Karpazis    $  657.00 
 
A wrap up event involving a Teacher Talent show and special recognition presentations was  held on Friday, 
October  9th in our main gym.  

 

 

   
 

 

 

               

 


